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10th Grade Summer Reading 2011

(For Students Entering 10th Grade – Coming of Age Theme)
 “The ability to read awoke inside me some long dormant craving to be mentally alive.”

                                                                                   - Malcolm X, 1964

The goal of the Chariho Regional High School Summer Reading program is to encourage lifelong reading.  Our philosophy is that books open up new worlds to people and the more you read the better readers and writers you become.  The summer reading requirement also supports the district’s English Language Arts standard of students reading at least 25 books per year.

The summer reading list is compiled of books selected by TEACHERS THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL!  Each book connects to the overarching theme of COMING OF AGE.  Students will begin the year with WME (Writing for Meaning and Elaboration) that will culminate into an on-demand response, graded and weighed as a test grade.
“No matter how busy you may think you are, you must find time for reading, or surrender yourself to self-chosen ignorance.”    - Confucius

Guidelines:  All students entering the 11th grade will read one book from the list.   Honors students MUST CHOOSE FROM THE HONORS LIST (in grey boxes).  All others are welcome to choose from either list.

Assessment:  During the first two days of school, teachers will compile a list of the books read by their students.  After formative practice, the on-demand test will be given.
“There are many little ways to enlarge your child’s world.  Love of books is the best of all”

                                                                                              - Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis  
YOU WILL FIND ALL TITLES ON THE BACK.  
FEEL FREE TO READ MORE THAN ONE!  ENJOY!
“The more you read, the more you will know.  The more you learn, the more places you’ll go.”                                                                                                                                                                                           - Dr. Seuss, I Can Read With My Eyes Shut!
ADVICE
Pay close attention to character, theme, setting and plot, and MAKE THEMATIC CONNECTIONS COMING OF AGE.  Also, connect the book to specific things in your life or the world.  While reading, try using one of the active reading tasks suggested below: 

Annotate as you go:  Keep track of important information about characters and events by recording notes in the margins (ONLY IF YOU OWN THE BOOK), or on Post-it notes.  Use this method to mark favorite passages, or perhaps to ask questions you hope to answer as you continue reading.

Chapter Check: At the end of each chapter, summarize important information and events in a journal.

Look-Back List: Create a page-number-organized list of important information about characters and events.  Perhaps employ a chart or color system to facilitate quick and easy reference.

YOU MAY USE THESE NOTES WHEN TAKING THE TEST!
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	CP students can select any book on the list.  Honors students must select from the titles in the grey boxes.


	Too Cool to be Forgotten by Alex Robinson 

Andy Wicks is willing to try anything to overcome his smoking addiction, including hypnosis, and when he is mysteriously transported back to high school he is given a chance to relive his past, but risks making the same bad decisions all over again.


	The Gospel According to Larry by Janet Tashjian 
Seventeen-year-old Josh, a loner-philosopher who wants to make a difference in the world, tries to maintain his secret identity as the author of a web site that is receiving national attention.

	Petey by Ben Mikaelsen
In 1922 Petey, who has cerebral palsy, is misdiagnosed as an idiot and institutionalized; sixty years later, still in the institution, he befriends a boy and shares with him the joy of life.


	Hole in my Life by Jack Gantos
The author relates how, as a young adult, he became a drug user and smuggler, was arrested, did time in prison, and eventually got out and went to college, all the while hoping to become a writer.

	Elsewhere by Gabrielle Zevin
After fifteen-year-old Liz Hall is hit by a taxi and killed, she finds herself in a place that is both like and unlike Earth, where she must adjust to her new status and figure out how to "live."


	Boot Camp by Todd Strasser
After ignoring several warnings to stop dating his teacher, Garrett is sent to Lake Harmony, a boot camp that uses unorthodox and brutal methods to train students to obey their parents.

	The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story of Liesel--a young German girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help sustain her family and the Jewish man they are hiding, as well as their neighbors.


	A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving
Tells the story of Owen Meany who believes he is God's instrument and his friendship with John Wheelwright; beginning at age eleven when Owen hits a foul ball that kills John's mother during a Little League game in 1953.

	The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath
Chronicles the mental breakdown of Esther Greenwood--a brilliant, beautiful, talented and successful young woman.


	The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison
An eleven-year-old African-American girl in Ohio, in the early 1940s, prays for her eyes to turn blue so that she will be beautiful.

	 A Long Way Gone : memoirs of a boy soldier  by Ishmael Beah
Ishmael Beah describes his experiences after he was driven from his home by war in Sierra Leone and picked up by the government army at the age of thirteen, serving as a soldier for three years before being removed from fighting by UNICEF and eventually moving to the United States.


	Swallow Me Whole by Nate Powell
Teenage stepsiblings Ruth and Perry try to make sense of their psychological problems while dealing with the trials and tribulations of adolescence. 




Annotations from:  Follett Titlewave and Amazon






