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12th Grade Summer Reading 2011

(For Students Entering 12th Grade – Theme of Moral Responsibility)
 “The ability to read awoke inside me some long dormant craving to be mentally alive.”

                                                                                   - Malcolm X, 1964

The goal of the Chariho Regional High School Summer Reading program is to encourage lifelong reading.  Our philosophy is that books open up new worlds to people and the more you read the better readers and writers you become.  The summer reading requirement also supports the district’s English Language Arts standard of students reading at least 25 books per year.

The summer reading list is compiled of books selected by TEACHERS THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL!  Each book connects to the overarching theme of MORAL RESPONSIBILITY.  Students will begin the year with WME (Writing for Meaning and Elaboration) that will culminate into an on-demand response, graded and weighed as a test grade.
“No matter how busy you may think you are, you must find time for reading, or surrender yourself to self-chosen ignorance.”    - Confucius

Guidelines:  All students entering the 11th grade will read one book from the list.   Honors students MUST CHOOSE FROM THE HONORS LIST (in grey boxes).  All others are welcome to choose from either list.

Assessment:  During the first two days of school, teachers will compile a list of the books read by their students.  After formative practice, the on-demand test will be given.
“There are many little ways to enlarge your child’s world.  Love of books is the best of all”

                                                                                              - Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis  
YOU WILL FIND ALL TITLES ON THE BACK.  
FEEL FREE TO READ MORE THAN ONE!  ENJOY!
“The more you read, the more you will know.  The more you learn, the more places you’ll go.”                                                                                                                                                                                           - Dr. Seuss, I Can Read With My Eyes Shut!
ADVICE
Pay close attention to character, theme, setting and plot, and MAKE THEMATIC CONNECTIONS TO MORAL RESPONSIBILITY.  Also, connect the book to specific things in your life or the world.  While reading, try using one of the active reading tasks suggested below: 

Annotate as you go:  Keep track of important information about characters and events by recording notes in the margins (ONLY IF YOU OWN THE BOOK), or on Post-it notes.  Use this method to mark favorite passages, or perhaps to ask questions you hope to answer as you continue reading.

Chapter Check: At the end of each chapter, summarize important information and events in a journal.

Look-Back List: Create a page-number-organized list of important information about characters and events.  Perhaps employ a chart or color system to facilitate quick and easy reference.

YOU MAY USE THESE NOTES WHEN TAKING THE TEST!
12th Grade Summer Reading 2011

(For Students Entering 12th Grade)

	CP students can select any book on the list.  Honors students must select from the titles in the grey boxes.


	A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini
Afghan women Mariam and Laila grow close, despite their nearly twenty-year age difference and initial rivalry, as they suffer at the hands of a common enemy--their abusive, much-older husband, Rasheed.


	Three Little Words by Ashley Rhodes-Courter
Ashley Rhodes-Courter provides an account of her life; focusing on the nine years she spent in Florida's foster care system after being removed from her mother at the age of three, and explaining how her life changed after she was adopted.

	City of Thieves by David Benioff
Seventeen-year-old Lev Beniov, having been arrested for looting the corpse of a German paratrooper, is given the opportunity to be released from jail if he, along with a soldier imprisoned for desertion, can secure twelve eggs to be used in the colonel's daughter's wedding cake by traversing the dangerous streets of Leningrad.


	The Unforgiving Minute by Craig Mullaney     
The author provides an account of his experiences as a soldier, a profession he sees as a spiritual calling, discussing his training and education at West Point and Oxford, describing his feelings about the realities of combat during his service as a lieutenant in Afghanistan, and sharing his thoughts as a veteran.  He grew up in rural Rhode Island and is a graduate of Bishop Hendricken. (Memoir/War Story)

	Prey by Michael Crichton

A cloud of nanoparticles programmed as a predator and capable of self-reproduction escapes from a Nevada laboratory and makes the human population its target.


	Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time by Mark Haddon

Despite his overwhelming fear of interacting with people, Christopher, a mathematically-gifted, autistic fifteen-year-old boy, decides to investigate the murder of a neighbor's dog and uncovers secret information about his mother.

	A Brief History of Time by Stephen Hawking
Provides an introduction to today's scientific ideas about the cosmos and reviews past theories. Also covers black holes, quarks, antimatter, and other mysteries of physics.


	In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez

Gives a fictionalized account of four sisters in the Dominican Republic under the dictatorship of General Trujillo.



	Life of Pi by Yann Martel
Pi Patel, having spent an idyllic childhood in Pondicherry, India, as the son of a zookeeper, sets off with his family at the age of sixteen to start anew in Canada, but his life takes a marvelous turn when their ship sinks in the Pacific, leaving him adrift on a raft with a 450-pound Bengal tiger for company.
	Guns, germs, and steel : the fates of human societies by Jared Diamond

Traces the development of primitive societies showing why some groups advanced more rapidly than others and how this progression explains why various populations stabilize at specific phases of development while others continue to evolve.



	Little Bee by Chris Cleave
A confrontation between a sixteen-year-old Nigerian orphan, called Little Bee, and a wealthy British couple on vacation, has life-changing consequences for everyone involved.


	The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde
A remarkably handsome youth, Dorian Gray, meets Lord Henry Wotton and is corrupted into a life of terrible evil.
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