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What Is Important? 
Brenda R. Walsh 

 
“What is the most important?”  

I asked within a school. 
 

Behavior said the office; 
Report cards, said a fool; 

Understanding, spoke the counselor; 
Social Skills, A mother said; 

Joy, intoned a dreamer; 
Recess, said a kid; 

Achievement, said the school board; 
Victory, the coach replied; 

Class Rank, opined a father, -- 
At this my spirit sighed. 

 
Then, from deep within me, 

Softly, this I heard; 
“Each teacher KNOWS the answer; 

READING IS THE WORD!”  
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Successful readers develop through a developmental process moving from initial 
understanding to analysis and interpretation of text. 

 
Teachers at Ashaway Elementary: 

·  Understand reading as the process of constructing meaning 
through the interaction of the reader’s existing knowledge, 
the information suggested by the written language and the 
context of reading. 

·  Understand the relationship among reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening. 

·  Know the kinds of experiences that support literacy. 
·  Understand that reading develops best through activities that 

embrace concepts about the purpose and function of reading, 
writing, and conventions of print. 

·  Understand the role of modeling “how to think”  in the 
reading process. 

·  Understand the role metacognition (thinking) plays in 
reading. 

·  Understand the nature and multiple causes of reading 
disabilities. 

·  Understand the relationship of phonemic, morphemic, 
semantic, and syntactic systems of language to the reading 
process. 

·  Understand the importance of aligning assessment with 
curriculum and instruction. 

·  Understand the importance of student motivation. 
·  Understand the use of assessments as an ongoing and 

indispensable part of reflective teaching and learning. 
 

Adapted from: Report of National Reading Panel, 2000 
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Ashaway Elementary School follows a balanced literacy program that incorporates the 
five essential areas of reading;  

Fluency, Comprehension, Vocabulary, Phonics, Phonemic Awareness 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Phonemic Awareness: What is Phonemic Awareness? 
 Phonemic Awareness is the ability to notice, think about, and work with 
individual sounds (phonemes) in spoken language.  Phonemic Awareness does not 
include the use of written letters/symbols.  “Phonemic Awareness can be done in the 
dark.”   -Kerry Pastore.   
 
 
Phonics:  What is Phonics? 
 Phonics is the relationship between letters (graphemes) of written language and 
the individual sounds (phonemes) of spoken language.   
 
 
 
Fluency:  What is Fluency? 
 Fluency is the ability to read text accurately, quickly, and with smoothness and 
expression.  When someone is reading with fluency it sounds as though they are talking 
or communicating. 
 
 
Vocabulary:  What is Vocabulary?  
 Vocabulary refers to the words we must know to communicate effectively.  There 
are 4 types:  Listening (what is heard), Speaking (words used when talking),  
Reading (understand words read), and Writing (words used in writing). 
 
 
Comprehension:  What is Comprehension? 
 Comprehension is the process of simultaneously extracting and constructing 
meaning through interaction and involvement with written language (understanding what 
is being read). 
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How Parents Can Help With Phonemic Awareness:  Rhymes, Rhymes, and more 
Rhymes!  Children need to hear how language works from as early as infancy, clapping 
to sound syllables in words, breaking words apart, stretching them out and then blending 
the sounds back together again. 
 
How Parents Can Help With Phonics:  Exposure to letters and the sounds they make, 
matching letters, show how letters come together to make words, pointing out  
or spelling products in the grocery stores. 
 
How Parents Can Help With Fluency:  Model good reading with expression and reading 
at a just right rate, have children read and reread familiar books at their independent 
levels; they become comfortable with the text and will begin reading it with the 
components of fluency.  Have children read aloud to you, siblings, or stuffed animals, sit 
with your child and play a story tape so they can hear another reader’s fluent reading.  
Become the characters in the story and change your voices as you take turns reading with 
you child. 
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From: “The Three Bears Rhyme Book”  
By: Jane Yolen 
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How Parents Can Help With Vocabulary:   
-Exposure and playing various games for development of high frequency (sight) words.  
1000 High Frequency Frye Word List  
-Build child’s prior knowledge of words by introducing them to new words or synonyms 
for various words. 
-Strategies for Unknown Words: 

·  Look for smaller words in large words (*  CORE tells us that looking for smaller 
words in large words is not always accurate.  However locating “chunks”  in 
words is valuable, i.e., blends (st, sp, cl, tr), digraphs (ch, th, sh), spelling 
principles (ee, oi, ar, cvce), endings (ed, ing, er) etc.* ) 

·  Skip the unknown word and read to the end of the sentence.  Go back, reread and 
ask what makes sense? 

·  Look for letter patterns. 
·  Look for word bits or parts. 
·  Use the picture clues for help… YES, use the pictures, DO NOT cover them up! 
·  Use letter-by-letter sounding out and blending. 
·  Read the sentence adding the beginning letter of the unknown word.  Ask if an 

attempt makes sense. 
·  Cover parts of the word that you know (ex; sanding –cover the ing and then try). 

 
 
How Parents Can Help With Comprehension: 
Strategies for Comprehension ~ See also Literary Focal Points: 

#� Activate Prior Knowledge – before reading discuss what the child knows about 
the topic of the book.  This makes a connection between new information and 
what they already know about it.�

$� Read and Reread aloud – monitor their fluency to see if they understand what they 
are reading by how they are reading.�

%� Make and confirm predictions to identify important ideas of the story; ask “What 
do you think will happen next?” �

&� During reading create mental pictures of what is happening and/or use picture 
clues to confirm meaning.�

' � Make Inferences – Combine their prior knowledge with texts’  information after 
reading to make inferences about the text (to fill in the blanks).�

( � After reading summarize the story, sequence the events of the story, compare the 
story to something else in the child’s life, or have the child retell you the story.�

“Humans Read and Retell, and also 
experience and retell about events 

almost as naturally as they breathe.”  
-Susan Glozer 

 
Retelling Checklist 
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These focal points are effective for comprehension. 

Use the following terminology when recalling parts of a story. 
 
 
 

Author  What do know about the author?  How can you tell?  What is the 
author trying to tell you?  What did the author have to know about to write this book?  
What thing does the author like/dislike? 
 

Characters Who are the main characters in the story?  Do you like them, 
dislike them, why?  Choose 1 character, why is this character important in the story?  Do 
any of the characters change?  How?  Do any of the characters do things that you think 
are good or wrong? 
 

Plot Tell me the main things that happened in your story.  Were you able 
to guess what was going to happen at the end?  Can you think of another way your story 
might have happened?  Can you think of another way it could have ended? 
 

Setting Where does your story take place?  Tell me what the place was like.  
Have you ever been to a place like this?  Did the story take place a long time ago/in the 
future/now? 
 

Mood How do you feel while reading this book?  Why did you feel this way?  
What was the funniest part/the saddest?  What was the most exciting or strangest thing 
that happened?  What do you remember most about the story? 



 

  Style What special words does the author use to help you hear/see in the 
story?  Tell me about any pictures the author has left in your mind.  What do you like 
about the way the author has written this story?   
 

Theme Why do you think the author wrote this book?  Do you think 
there is a message in this story?  What is it? 
 
 

I llustrations Who is the illustrator?  Do you like the illustrations, why or 
why not?  What did the illustrations add to the text?  If the illustrations were not there, 
would there need to be more words?  Why?  What do you think the illustrator needed to 
know in order to illustrate this story? 
 

Conflict/Resolution Who has a problem?  Is there one problem or 
more than one?  How is the problem solved?  How do you know? 
 

Point of View Who is telling the story?  How can you tell? 
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Overview:  The goal of the CHIP Supplemental Reading Program is to provide additional 
support to students so that he/she will experience success in meeting grade level literacy 
expectations.  The program is coordinated with regular classroom skills, strategies, and 
habits.  Instruction is small group or individually based and focuses on specific needs for 
each student.  A great deal of time is spent by the reading specialists assessing students’  
growth and development in areas of literacy. 
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Reading Consultant: Franca Visciglia 
Reading Teacher: Karen Pellegrino 
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www.starfall.com 
www.adrianbruce.com/reading 
www.pbskids.org/lions/games 
www.dositey.com/langk2.htm 

www.rif.org/readingplanet 
www.eduplace.com/kids/hmr05 

www.scholastic.com 
www.learningpage.com 

www.enchantedlearning.com 
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Year Long Events: 

·  Book Buddies:  Older students visit and read with younger students in the school. 
 
January 28th-31st:   PTO Book Fair 
 
February 29, 2008:  Dr. Seuss Day @ Ashaway Elementary 
 
April 2008:  Reading Week 

A week of reading activities including story tellers, read alouds, readers theaters 
performances, poetry readings, a book swap and more! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

…………. Check back here frequently for updates and new activities   
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Reading and writing are processes that are mutually supportive.  “Reading improves 
writing and vice versa”  Gunning, 2003.  Writing involves reading, rereading, writing and 
rewriting.  Writing helps students learn because they explore, clarify and think deeply 
about ideas they discover through reading. 
 
 
Students follow a writing rubric that includes the following traits: 
 

·  Ideas and Content (Writing has a main idea) 
·  Organization (Writing has a beginning, middle, and end) 
·  Voice (Students’  “voice”  and feelings can be heard loud and clear) 
·  Word Choice (The words chosen make meaning clear) 
·  Sentence Development (Sentences have different beginnings and lengths) 
·  Conventions (Capitalization, Punctuation, Spelling and Grammar have been 

checked) 
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You were probably the first person to introduce your child to the wonderful 
world of reading.  As your child grows, it is important to continue 

encouraging his/her interests in reading to support skills taught in school.  
Summertime is the most crucial time! 

 
Here are some great summer reading ideas: 

 
1. Set goals and post them on the refrigerator, plan for fun rewards! 

2. Find out about Summer Reading Programs in your community that 
your child can become involved in! 

3. Visit the library to find new books.  Take advantage of summer 
storytelling activities at the library! 

4. Show your child how much you like to read.  At dinner share the 
stories you’ve been reading or articles read in magazines! 

5. Plan a reading picnic at the park or playground! 
6. Surprise an elderly neighbor, friend, or relative and have your child 

read to them! 
 

These are just a handful of ideas.  This summer make reading a priority 
in your home.  Set aside time each day to read aloud to your child.  
Encourage your child to take a break and stretch out with a book,  

Outdoors under a shaded tree is a perfect spot! 
 

 



 
 
 
 


